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Edward Carrigan vs. Melissa Richards  
 
 
 
In the Court 
Hearing of: Edward Carrigan verses the Chair of the Elections 

Committee, Melissa Richards, the Student Court held a 
hearing on March 26, 2010 on the dispute and 
interpretation of: Unfair actions in the disqualifications 
from the Spring Elections and the interpretation of the 
1 fiscal year. 

 
Witnesses 
Present: James Durant, Terry Barton, Justine Johnson – 

Christopher Wesley 
 
The court has 
Come to a 
Decision: That even though it is not stated that the Election Committee 

must notify candidates of ineligibility, it would be in the best 
interest of the committee to notify a candidates’ ineligibility in 
writing. Also we interpreted that 1 Fiscal year means 2 full 
semesters. Summer school session 1 and 2 counts as 1 full 
semester. A Full semester means from the first official class in 
the beginning of a semester to the last official class at the end 
of that same semester. 

 
In 
Accordance to: Article VI: 6.6 of the SGA Constitution, The powers of the 

Judicial Panel are to “interpret the Constitution and any 
such laws of SGA.” It has been decided that any person 
filling for Executive President and Vice President must 
have a 1 fiscal or physical year of experience at the time of 
appointment at the end of the Spring Semester. It is very 
hard for many students to meet the full 365 days of 
experience in SGA. To alleviate this I feel that 2 full 
semesters of experience in SGA shall suffice. 

 
In 
Accordance to: The evidence presented in the case, I feel that the Elections 

Committee should notify ineligible participants in writing. 



Because of this, I move that the court rule in favor of 
Edward Carrigan as he runs for the Student Government 
Association Vice President. This is due to the fact that he 
was initially approved by the election committee. Then for 
him to be removed from his candidacy without written 
notification about his ineligibility to run due to not meeting 
the fiscal year requirements as defined by the elections 
committee was improper procedure. There also needs to be 
a change made in the election codes that clearly define 
what exactly a fiscal year. We as the Judicial Board have 
agreed upon a fiscal year as two full semesters, and we 
count both summer sessions as one semester as well. 

 
In 
Accordance to: The judicial branch is indeed the branch that interprets all 

laws, it has been decided that the case will rule in favor of 
Mr. Edward Carrigan, and that the definition and 
determination of the “fiscal year” issue shall be 
reinterpreted and given a more precise and clear definition. 
It has been agreed upon by a majority vote of the judicial 
branch that the fiscal year shall be interpreted  as two 
school semesters in a full school year (from the first day of 
class in the fall semester to the last day of final exams in 
the spring semester; or for both the of summer school 
sessions). By reinterpreting the definition of the “fiscal 
year”, it will both prevent and eliminate any future issues 
or discrepancies that could occur while attempting to run 
for office. 

 
Therefore 
Let it be 
Enacted:  Let it be enacted that any person disqualified from the 

elections because of misinterpretation of the 1 Fiscal Year 
be let back in the election running as soon as possible. 

 
Therefore 
Let it also 
Be enacted:  That the Executive and Legislative Branch hold this court 

hearing as precedence in any future disputes regarding 
President and Vice President Elections, in accordance to 
Article VI: 6.6 of the SGA Constitution, unless a future 
court ruling or amendment says otherwise.   

 
Let it be 
Further 



Enacted: Any person(s) filing for the aforementioned positions who 
do not meet the qualifications shall properly be withdrawn 
from the Election process.  

 
 
 

Approved By: 
On March 29, 2009 
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Sophomore Justice       Freshman Justice 


